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DIRECTIONS
It’s July 26 and, like many of you, I’m a little down after hearing 

that the Washington State Supreme Court ruled to sustain the 
Defense of Marriage Act. Having just returned with both the 
men’s and women’s choruses from a triumphant tour of the 
Northern Rockies, I was optimistic that our enlightened, liberal 
state would soon grant legal status for same-sex couples to marry. 
Our work continues …

This coming season of six concerts – The Power of Harmony – puts 
Seattle Men’s Chorus and Seattle Women’s Chorus on the frontline 
as “cultural warriors,” not to mention remarkable musicians and 
entertainers. We promise the concerts will be events to bring 
together our community to celebrate and gain strength from each 
other’s presence. We promise music of great beauty and power 
that will both entertain and inspire.

The music … I hope you’ve noticed an increase in the artistic 
quality of our choruses over the last several years. We’ve made a 
real effort in each weekly rehearsal to teach basic vocal skills and 
musicianship. I believe the groups are singing better than ever.

Check out the Seattle Men’s Chorus season of four concerts. 
You’ll love That ’80s Show and dance in the aisles as we sing 
favorites from that decade. Scared Faithless will be a moving yet 
humorous look at the rift between the religious right and the 
gay community. (Look forward to David Maddux’s new piece, 
A Hymn for Fred Phelps.) We’ll present the musical genius of 
Leonard Bernstein, Aaron Copland, Samuel Barber and others 
in a program of American Masterpieces. These three shows plus 
Seattle’s favorite holiday concert await you.

Special guests add spice to the Seattle Women’s Chorus holiday and spring offerings. Comedians Lisa Koch and Peggy Platt 
join the women for a fun-filled Ho Ho Ho Fa La La Ha Ha Ha. Lisa and Peggy have been making December crowds howl for 
years with their Ham for the Holidays revues. In April, Ysaye Barnwell of Sweet Honey in the Rock will join the women in 
singing music from Black America in a concert called Lift It Up! Ysaye will coach the singers on style and engage the audience 
in music making. Blues, spirituals and music from The Color Purple, the Tony Award-winning musical, will captivate you.

Thank you for being part of our hometown family. As we travel and sing in cities around our state and country, it’s so 
reassuring to know that our biggest supporters are here at home. You always get the jokes a split second earlier than any other 
audience. You connect to the choruses in a visceral way when we sing songs that touch the heart. Your applause is always the 
warmest.  Together, we are a mighty force—the power of harmony.  

DENNIS COLEMAN   
Artistic Director
dennisc@flyinghouse.org

           P H O T O  B Y  M A R K  W E E K S

T H E  P OW ER  OF  H A R MON Y
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You’ll notice this is somewhat different from past Flying House Magazines. In addition to 
sharing our music for The Power of Harmony and enthusing about the collection in Just Art, 
we’ve devoted most of this issue to memories of our tour as told by chorus members.

Our Voices section, too, is changed, featuring all 18 of our board of directors, the people 
who will lead us to realizing a world that accepts and values its gay and lesbian citizens.




